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The Birth of a Nation- Yo! Bumrush the Show: works by Dawolu Jabari Anderson
Houston, TX – January 11, 2006…  Art League Houston is pleased to announce the opening of a new exhibition- The Birth of a Nation- Yo! Bumrush the Show: works by Dawolu Jabari Anderson.
The Birth of a Nation- Yo! Bumrush the Show is a response to the notoriety of D.W. Griffith’s controversial 1915 film and blockbuster hit, The Birth of a Nation, which depicts the Ku Klux Klan as liberating people from the African American menace. Despite its subject matter, the film is still included as one of the 100 greatest classic American Films by the American Film Institute. The show will include large-scale drawings on paper, intended to be fictitious Birth of a Nation comic book covers.
According to Jabari, his work “draws inspiration from the cultures of resistance formed under oppressive conditions everywhere.” Pieces are a consolidation of contemporary marketing strategies with historical accounts that address race and culture from the mid 18th to the early 20th centuries. Through creating fictitious advertisements for fictitious products, Jabari explores a “theoretical pop culture that would exist today if marketing research had been fully exploited and mastered during periods of slavery and reconstruction.” “My objective is to exhibit the influence clever media machines have on public discourse and opinion,” states Jabari.
Dawolu Jabari Anderson was born in Houston where he currently lives and works and attends Texas Southern University. Jabari has shown his work in a number of exhibitions here in Houston, including the Sixth Annual African American Advisory Association at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston in 2002 and Symmetrical Patterns of Def at Lawndale Art Center in 2004. He is a founding member of the Otabenga Jones Artist Collective and is also involved in 3rd Ward’s Project Row Houses. Some of Jabari’s work will be featured at the Whitney Biennial exhibition in New York City later this year. 
The exhibition opening reception will be held Friday, January 20th from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., with an artist’s talk at 6:30 p.m. Anderson’s work will be on view in the Art League Houston gallery until Friday, March 3rd. 

-more-

About Art League Houston

Art League Houston cultivates awareness, appreciation and accessibility of contemporary visual art within the community for its cultural enrichment.

Art League Houston is one of Houston’s longest operating non-profit visual arts organizations and was the first alternative art space in Texas. Founded in 1948 and incorporated as a non-profit organization in 1953, Art League Houston was created to promote the public appreciation of and interest in the visual arts. During the past 57 years, Art League of Houston has provided over 750 exhibitions to the Houston community, showcasing the work of nearly 22,000 artists and over 29,000 students have received instruction at the Art League School. Twenty-one outstanding artists have been awarded the Texas Artist of the Year recognition and twice the award has been given to exceptional patrons. Free art classes are offered year round through the HIV+ and Cancer Related Illnesses Healing Art Group, MS Healing Art Group and Physically Challenged Healing Art Group. 
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