
DEBTFAIR
OPEN CALL

ART LEAGUE HOUSTON

HOW DOES YOUR
ECONOMIC REALITY
AFFECT YOUR ART?

REGISTRATION DEADLINE OCT. 19, 2015
EXHIBITION NOV. 20 - JAN. 10, 2016
WWW.DEBTFAIR.ORG
WWW.ARTLEAGUEHOUSTON.ORG



SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
EXHIBITION
The Debtfair Art League Houston exhibition will open on 
November 20, 2015 and will be on view through January 10, 
2016. All work on display will remain on view until the close of the 
exhibition.

OPENING RECEPTION
6 - 9 PM Friday, Nov. 20, 2015

ARTWORK DROP OFF
12 - 5 PM Wed. Nov. 11 & Thurs. Nov. 12, 2015
Hand delivery to ALH, 1953 Montrose Blvd., 77006

ARTWORK PICKUP
12 - 5 PM Mon. Jan. 11 & Tues. Jan. 12, 2016, ALH

OPEN CONVERSATION WITH DEBTFAIR ORGANIZERS
12 - 4 PM Sat., Oct. 3, 2015, ALH

ELIGIBILITY 
All Texas area artists are eligible to submit original artwork for 
this non-juried exhibition. There is no fee to apply. You do not 
need to be in debt to participate. While all artists are eligible to 
participate online, exhibited artworks must be on a rigid support 
and no larger than 12 (w) x 24 (h) x 3 (d) inches.   

REQUIREMENTS
In order to participate, artists are required to create a profile 
on the Debtfair website (named or anonymously) and answer 
questions regarding economic conditions by Monday, Oct. 19, 
2015.  Follow these links to learn more:

TO VIEW EXISTING PROFILES, PREVIOUS 
DEBTFAIR PROJECTS AND MORE INFO 
ON THE SUBMISSION PROCESS VISIT 
WWW.DEBTFAIR.ORG.

CULTURE IS COLLABORATIVE.
THE ART MARKET IS EXTRACTIVE.
Debtfair is an ongoing artistic campaign to expose the 
relationship between economic inequality in the art market and 
artists’ growing debt burdens, exploring the idea that all spaces 
function with a layer of extraction just below the surface. Occupy 
Museums and Art League Houston (ALH) invite Texas-based 
artists to reframe and exhibit their artwork within the context of 
their economic realities.

Original artwork will be collected through a non-juried open call 
process, which includes a questionnaire about artists’ economic 
lives. Based on this information, artworks will be organized in 
collective groupings (“bundles”) in the main gallery of ALH. The 
final installation will be exhibited at Art League Houston from 
November 20, 2015 through January 10, 2016.

Artwork in Debtfair will be for sale, but not in the normal way that 
art is sold. Debtfair seeks to bring the dynamics of debt directly 
into the exchange of art objects. The bundles of indebted artwork 
will be available for sale. The proceeds will be equally split 
between the participating artists and go directly to pay off their 
debts. Through this exchange, Debtfair highlights an economic 
reality lurking behind the current aspirational art market. 

Being in debt often elicits feelings of shame and social isolation. 
But Debtfair begins with the proposition that since nearly 
everyone in our society carries personal debt, it might be 
something that can unite us more than it divides. Perhaps, if we 
highlight the hidden layers of artists’ lives, debt can prove to be 
an empowering medium. We encourage you to participate. Please 
contact debtfair@gmail.com with any questions.

BEGIN YOUR SUBMISSION AT
WWW.DEBTFAIR.ORG/USER/REGISTER



ABOUT DEBTFAIR
Debtfair is an ongoing artistic campaign dedicated to exploring 
the relationship between economic inequality in the art market 
and artists’ increasing debt burdens. Debtfair is a project of 
Occupy Museums (a direct action art group that grew out of the 
Occupy Wall Street Movement in 2011) and supported by core 
artists Tal Beery (NY) , Imani Jacqueline Brown (LA), Noah Fischer 
(NY), Kenneth Pietrobono (NY), and Arthur Polendo (NY).

www.debtfair.org
debtfair@gmail.com

ABOUT ART LEAGUE HOUSTON
The mission of Art League Houston is to connect the community 
through diverse, dynamic, and creative experiences that bring 
people together to see, make, and talk about contemporary visual 
art. Founded in 1948, Art League Houston has radically evolved 
beyond the parameters of traditional art leagues. While keeping 
the core of the art league model – a robust membership deeply 
committed to the value of visual art in contemporary life – Art 
League Houston embraces 21st century approaches to curatorial 
programming, community-building, place-making, art education, 
and outreach to under-served communities.

This project was funded in large party by the Heimbinder Family Foundation. 
The Art League is funded by The Houston Endowment, Inc., The Brown 
Foundation., Inc., The City of Houston through the Houston Arts Alliance and 
The Texas Commission on the Arts. 
Art League Houston, 1953 Montrose Blvd, Houston, Texas 77006
713.523.9530 • jennie@artleaguehouston.org • www.artleaguehouston.org   


