
How To Make Your Own Glass Palette 
Laura Spector, Instructor

X
X
How to Make Your Glass Palette

What You Need:
• Clear glass (NOT FROSTED) minimum size: 11" x 17" x 1/8" width, sanded edges  

(Order at any glass shop. Leave 2-3 days to cut)  I've heard Southland Hardware will 
cut while you wait.

• MEDIUM GRAY Foam Core, Cut down to 11" x 17", or to match the size of the glass
• Pencil
• Ruler
• Craft Knife, or cutting blade
• Duct tape (Black, gray or white - No patterns or colors.)



What You Do:
1. Order your glass at least 2-3 days before you need to assemble the palette.
2. Place your glass on top of the foam core. Trace around the glass with a pencil.
3. Set your glass to the side.
4. Line your ruler up with your pencil lines, cut against the edge of the ruler to create 

straight cut lines. Cut all 4 sides.
5. Place the glass on top of the foam core and line up the edges.
6. Tear a length of duct tape slightly longer than the first side you're working on.  

Adhere 50% of the tape over the top edge of the glass and 50% of the tape under 
the foam core, taping them together. 

7. Fold the corners as you would fold a gift you are wrapping - clean folded corners.
8. Repeat taping for all 4 sides.

How To Care For Your Glass Palette:
1. Avoid mixing acrylic and oil paints on the same palette. Make a separate palette for 

each type of paint.
2. Keep acrylic paint for up to 2 days by covering it with plastic wrap. You can place a 

damp sponge under the plastic wrap to create humidity to extend it a day further.

To Clean - For Oil Paint:
Place a few drops of odorless turpentine onto the paint to soften it. Scrape off unwanted 
oil paint into paper using an angled palette knife. Wipe down with a cloth to remove any 
additional paint that may remain.  Do not use water.

To Clean - For Acrylic Paint:
Scrape off unwanted paint while it's wet. Allow remaining paint to dry completely. Spray 
water over the dried paint and wait 2 minutes until the paint begins to pucker. Use an 
angled palette knife to scrape up the paint. Use a cloth to wipe down the remaining bits 
of paint.

Never clean or submerge the palette in a sink, it will damage the foam core.

If the tape gets gummed up, or if the foam core becomes stained, remove the tape and 
replace the foam core. The glass will last for many years.

To clean very old, discolored glass palettes, scrape the 
paint off with a straight edge razor blade and odorless 
turpentine.

*Avoid mixing textured mediums on your palette or it may 
scratch the surface of the glass.


