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Zhaira Costiniano (photo credit: Lukas Costiniano)

Art League Houston Welcomes New
Exhibitions and Curatorial Projects Manager

HOUSTON TX, January 13, 2023 -- Art League Houston (ALH) is thrilled to announce the
selection of Zhaira Costiniano (she/her/hers) as the organization’s new Exhibitions and
Curatorial Projects Manager effective February 6, 2023.

“As ALH approaches its 75th anniversary as a creative hub for artists, we are very excited
to welcome Zhaira to the organization,” says Jennie Ash (she/her/hers) ALH Executive
Director. “I’'m confident her passion for community engagement, paired with her talent
and experience as a collaborative curator, and arts administrator, will ensure success in
our strategic direction to present innovative and ambitious exhibitions and public art
projects that support bold new ideas and spur public discourse around important
subjects.”

“I am honored and humbled to be joining ALH’s dynamic team and look forward to
building off the organization’s commitment to inclusivity, creativity, and service,” said
Costiniano. “ALH has cultivated a space where artists and community come first, and
it’'s a dream canvas for any curator to work with.”
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Costiniano is a Filipino-American arts professional and curator focusing largely on
accessibility and diversity in the arts, placemaking through public art, and contemporary
arts at the varied intersections of gender, race, and queer theory. She studied art history
at the University of North Texas.

Prior to her most recent position as Creative Project Manager and Gallery Director at
ArtWorks in Cincinnati, Costiniano has worked with a variety of north Texas
organizations including the Dallas Museum of Art, Ro2 Art, and the Contemporary Art
Dealers of Dallas.

Her most notable work was completed as the Founder and Director of ARThaus, a
grassroots non-profit she started in Denton, Texas. Seeking a more robust and
accessible art community during her last year of university, she founded a space for
creatives and art enthusiasts to connect, collaborate, and gain valuable experience.

Through the work at ARThaus, Costiniano and her team were able to cultivate a
flourishing sense of community by facilitating solo and group exhibitions, artist
residencies, workshops, classes, multiple editions of a community zine, and open
critique sessions all at no cost to the participants.

Art League Houston is funded in part by a grant from the City of Houston through the Houston Arts Alliance and is
supported in part by a grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts.
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Art League Houston acknowledges the following individuals, private foundations, public funders, and corporations for
their support this season:

Catherine D. Anspon & John Mason Walker « Arts Connect Houston + Minnette B. Boesel - Amy Blakemore - The Harry S.
and Isabel C. Cameron Foundation + Rania & Jamal Daniel « Farid Dehghan - Edaren Foundation - Nima Farzaneh - Field
of Study - Irene Foxhall - Zachary Gresham & Pablo Moreno + Harris County Department of Education: CASE for Kids -
County Connections - HEB - Jacques Louis Vidal Charitable Fund « Chinhui Juhn & Eddie Allen - Kirksey Architecture *
Levant Foundation + Marlene Marker, The Marker Group + Kathrine G. McGovern + John P. McGovern Foundation in the
name of Kathrine G. McGovern - National Guild for Community Arts Education - Jill Nepomnick < Harry O'Mealia + Crystal
& Don Owens + PDNB Gallery - Platt Cheema Richmond PLLC - The Powell Foundation + The Probus Law Firm - Joi Maria
& Matt Probus - Rarity Solutions + Saint Arnold Brewing Company - SK Foundation - Leigh & Reggie Smith - Scott Sparvero
+ Talley Dunn Gallery - The Texas Cultural Trust + Workhorse Printmakers + Wortham Foundation « Lauri & Robert Wray
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