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December 6, 2022. Houston, TX - Art League Houston (ALH) is proud to present The 
Inside of Envelopes, an exhibition by artist Hedwige Jacobs. The Inside of Envelopes is 
a site-specific installation featuring drawing and animation. Jacobs’ work explores how 
we live and interact as a society, capturing the collective experiences of isolation, 
inertia, and desperation that are especially prevalent in this contemporary 
moment marked by the Covid pandemic and struggles for social change occurring 
globally. 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

So-called security envelopes are printed on their interiors with patterns that make it 
difficult to discern their contents when sealed, helping to keep items like checks or 
contracts more secure during their transit in the postal system. For this exhibition, the 
artist has created an installation of collected envelopes which densely cover the 
walls of the gallery. Jacobs uses these envelopes as her primary material, 
modifying each envelope with drawn figures, patterns, and abstract forms. She 
then brings them together in organic groupings on the gallery walls. The installation will 
also feature Jacobs’ animation where she brings individual envelopes to life, each of 
them hand drawn in multiple frames.  

The frequency of receiving envelopes by mail is declining, and personal mail is even 
more rare in this digital era. Jacobs invites viewers to consider the ways in which we 
communicate, how that has changed over recent years, and how we would like to shape 
that communication in the future. Since 2020, with the combined effects of the pandemic 
and movements for social change globally, points of connection between individuals feel 
increasingly precious and simultaneously harder to maintain. The artist reflects on these 
ties and ponders how long physical mail will continue to be a part of these exchanges. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST  
 
Hedwige Jacobs is a Singapore-born Dutch artist. She is a Houston-based artist that 
currently lives and works in Jakarta, Indonesia. She holds a BFA from the Royal 
Academy of Art in The Hague in The Netherlands and an MFA from the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia. Selected shows include: Moody Center for the 
Arts, Houston; Anya Tish gallery, Houston; Women & Their Work, Austin; Lawndale Art 
Center, Houston; Box 13 Artspace, Houston; The Amarillo Museum of Art, Amarillo; 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Hague; Philadelphia Art Alliance, Philadelphia; 
Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington DC; Blaffer Art Museum, Houston; Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston; The Drawing Center, New York City; Friedman Benda, New York City; 
and the Red Dot Design Museum in Singapore. Her work is included in private, 
corporate and museum collections. 
 
www.hedwigejacobs.com 
Instagram: @hedwige_jacobs 
 
For more information, visit www.artleaguehouston.org, or contact Bridget Bray, Interim Director of Exhibitions 
and Curatorial Projects, at bridget@artleaguehouston.org or 713-523-9530. 
 
Art League Houston is funded in part by a grant from the City of Houston through the Houston Arts Alliance, 
Houston Endowment, Inc. Brown Foundation, Inc. Texas Commission on the Arts, and National Endowment 
for the Arts. 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Art League Houston acknowledges the following individuals, private foundations, public funders, and 
corporations for their support this season: 
 
Catherine D. Anspon & John Mason Walker • Arts Connect Houston • Minnette B. Boesel • Amy Blakemore • 
The Harry S. and Isabel C. Cameron Foundation • Rania & Jamal Daniel • Farid Dehghan • Edaren 
Foundation • Nima Farzaneh • Field of Study • Zachary Gresham & Pablo Moreno • Harris County 
Department of Education: CASE for Kids – County Connections • Jacques Louis Vidal Charitable Fund 
• Chinhui Juhn & Eddie Allen • Kirksey Architecture • Levant Foundation • Marlene Marker, The Marker 
Group • Kathrine G. McGovern • John P. McGovern Foundation in the name of Kathrine G. McGovern • 
National Guild for Community Arts Education • Jill Nepomnick • Crystal & Don Owens • PDNB Gallery • Platt 
Cheema Richmond PLLC • The Powell Foundation • The Probus Law Firm • Joi Maria & Matt 
Probus • Rarity Solutions • Saint Arnold Brewing Company • SK Foundation • Leigh & Reggie Smith • South 
Texas Charitable Foundation • Scott Sparvero • Talley Dunn Gallery • The Texas Cultural Trust • Workhorse 
Printmakers • Wortham Foundation • Lauri & Robert Wray 
 
 


